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Board of Directors for C.A.R.R.








Greetings from the CARR board! 


We have been working very hard since our last meetings and have compiled a newsletter updating you on everything that is going on.  If you have not heard, here is a list of your board members for CARR:


Travis Taylor-President


Scott Ravenkamp-Vice President


Kenny Yoder-Treasurer


Becky Thompson-Secretary


Mike Reystead


Ryan Britten


Michael Zimmerman


Gerald Schreiber


I am happy to report that we currently have 55 members and growing.  Talk to your neighbors and encourage them to help us in this cause.  Thanks for all those letters and keep them going, we are being heard!  Thanks everyone for all your help and be sure to email us with any questions or comments you have.(


� HYPERLINK "mailto:carrboard@gmail.com" \t "_self" �CARRboard@gmail.com�





CDOT Meetings


Scott Ravenkamp


Vice President


On Wednesday August 20 I attended the Intermodal Committee and Regular Transportation Commission meetings.  On the minutes from last meeting in July, Randy Grauberger had given them the win, win, win powerpoint presentation.  They also heard from other organizations along the Front Range about how good of a deal the rail relocation would be.  There wasn't anything in their agenda about it this month, however at the end of the meeting in Other Matters it was brought up that a group had formed to oppose the rail relocation.  As in any large project you cannot please everybody and that hopefully they had calmed everyone down for the moment.  


The intermodal committee also heard from the transportation legislative review committee.  Their main discussion revolved around the possible abandonment of rail lines in the state and how the state may want to purchase these right of ways.  People around the Haswell area may be more up to speed on this process because the rail line along Highway 96 was discussed.  That is the only major right of way that they have done this with and it has been a big headache to them so far.  They are currently watching 3 lines right now.  Two of them are north of Denver and could be incorporated into a transit line for  the front range.  The other is Tennessee pass which hasn't been used for quite some time but UP doesn't seem interested in getting rid of.  The big news is that they have heard rumors that BNSF might abandon or sell 2 lines in SE Colorado.  One is from LaJaunta to the state border near Trinidad (the line in New Mexico has already been sold to the State of New Mexico).  The other is from Las Animas to Pueblo.  Now correct me if I am wrong but there are a lot of trains on that route everyday and the only way they wouldn't need it is if they could get from Sterling to Las Animas with a different route. They are also looking into who would run a state wide transit system.  It looks like either CDOT will be involved some way or a whole entity of government will be formed.  I have found on the web a proposal for the Colorado Rail Authority which will basically operate under the state of Colorado.  They will have eminent domain powers and will be funded by a 0.4% sales tax in Colorado for 20 years.  I think this will be introduced in 2009 for a vote in November 2009.  


The SB-1 Transit Task Force gave a report on the number of requests they had received for funding so far.  This is where the Rocky Mountain Rail Authority is going for the funds it is using to study  �state wide rail transit.  There were 43 requests of which I think 4 had to do with studying or promoting future passenger rail systems either state wide or regionally.  That is why the Rocky Mountain Rail Authority was formed.  No one was capable of receiving money to study state wide.  The Rocky Mountain Rail Authority is basically all cities and counties from Wyoming to New Mexico along the Front Range, from Denver to Grand Junction, from I-70 to Steamboat, and around the Aspen area.  Where the funds will be going will be decided in November.  They had requests of $232 million over 4 years and are only EXPECTING to receive $71 million over 4 years.��At the regular commissioners meeting there wasn't anything on the agenda in regards to rail relocation.  I was able to meet with commissioners Killin from Holyoke and Temple from Wiley before the meeting for a couple of minutes.  They had heard from us and were glad that we were being represented at the meetings.  Writing letters is working and they are hearing our concerns.  During the STAC report it was mentioned that they need to keep exploring other funding options for future transportation projects.  There was an open audience participation period and I just couldn't help myself after listening and reading for several hours.  I told them who I was there representing and just wanted them to hear some of our concerns.  The following is a shortened version of what I touched on.�- no significant positive economic impact for our communities�- property rights�- mineral rights�- use of eminent domain�- wind farms not wanting to deal with railroads�- safety issues�- noxious weed issues and fencing issues�- devaluation of property surrounding rail line�- partners are questioned�-ports to plains listed as major partner but they're not supposed to be connected�- not given any representation in process��I hope I didn't overstep my bounds in any of these subjects.  I was a little concerned about bringing up Ports to Plains but I knew no one could argue that point as all of that information was on their  �website as of that morning.  I was hoping to get the point across that we don't feel like we are getting the right or same story from them all of the time.(





Rocky Mountain Rail Authority


Mike Reystead


Board Member�


At the beginning when we found out about the rail relocation we got in touch with Cory Gardner our representative. At one time in May a group had �put the Rail Authority ballot initiative on the agenda to be put on the ballot. We emailed Cory at that time and told him about it. They wanted to give this authority the power of eminent domain. He looked into it for us and told us it was a very dangerous situation. That if the authority was created it would give them power to condemn. The very next day he wrote back and said it was struck down by the Title Board at the capitol. That stopped it from going on the ballot this November. We will have to keep a heads up about it. Sounds like they want to try again next year.(








Hodgson Media


Gary A. Hodgson





I was recently contacted by a neighbor, Larry Steyaert (I think I am spelling his name right since it probably has been over thirty years since I had him as a Vo. Ag. student), who attended your meeting at Woodlin School regarding the RR relocation situation. While I had read a brief blurb in a paper somewhere, I had no idea our ranch might be in one of the proposed paths and I wouldn't have thought this was any more than a preposterous dream with no chance of happening. It sounds as if I may have been wrong. I have a couple of requests. The map on the CDOT web site is pretty hard to pin point a location on (imagine that!) Is there any chance you might have a more detailed map of the area 7 to 9 miles South of Brush, which is where our pastures are located? Also, any more info other than that in the CDOT sight you might be able to furnish me would be helpful for the second reason I am contacting you. As you will notice at the bottom of this message, I am the guy who talks to about 3 million people daily on 30 radio signals covering all or part of 10 states on the Livestock News Network "The most informative 6 minutes in livestock broadcasting" . I also write a column, "Under The Wire" about 100,000 folks endure weekly in papers across the country. My wife, Sue, and I write feature stories on all types of subjects for a wide range of publications. If you have never heard of us, you may be among the more fortunate! Seriously, after satisfying ourselves as to a few points of this issue, we might be able to help the cause. Let me know if you are interested in any of this.(





CARR Board


I have heard your show and we will definitely take you up on your offer.  I will forward this email to Travis Taylor who is our board chairman and have him coordinate that effort with you.  We know that this is going to be a VERY big up hill battle, but are dedicated to it and any help is welcome.  Thank you. 


I have attached two maps for you, Washington county and Morgan county.  They are PDF format and you can zoom in on them very closely.  One thing to know is that this line is by no means set.  It could easily move 5-10 miles or even more once an Environmental study is done.  Neighbors who think this is not effecting them are absolutely wrong.  I have also attached several other documents for you to look at as well.   


Thank you for your help with these efforts.  We would like to coordinate a meeting for the Brush area so that we can inform more people.  I believe Gerald Schreiber (gksbeef@dishmail.net) is working on that.  If you or your wife could help him coordinate that effort that would be great.(


Response from Cory Gardner


Mike Reystead


Board Member





Cory- Jay Jolly sent us a copy of the letter you sent him. We are so pleased that you have been staying on top of this and attending the meetings. We have had representatives at transportation meetings. Since we talked to you last we have gotten a group together. Its called CARR. Citizens Against Rail Relocation.


In fact, we are getting a letter together along with resolutions that we have obtained in our areas from commissioners to stop the relocation to send to all the legislators. It explains in length what we have done and what is happening with us. We have spoken to so many people about what is going on and getting lots of support. In different counties we have had meetings informing people about what is happening and at least 300 people have come. That isn't a big number compared to the front range but we are small and few and we will fight hard.


In the letter you stated that you would like some ideas on legislation to stop this relocation. We will be glad to work with you on that.


I have lots of articles and information if you would like me to share it with you.


We have a director meeting in Hugo on Wednesday evening. We can discuss anything you would like us to. Our directors are Travis Taylor, Kenny Yoder, Scott Ravenkamp, Becky Thompson, Ryan Britten, Gerald Schreiber, Michael Zimmerman, and me.


Please let me know what you think, and we will get started on things.(


Mike- Thanks for the email.  I was on the radio this morning in Fort Morgan hammering the idea of using eminent domain to put the railroad in eastern Colorado.  I appreciate your work.  Great to see the organizational effort as well.


 I am sorry I had to miss the meeting in Hugo – I had a water meeting in Eckley that I couldn’t miss.  


 I’d love to hear any ideas on legislation you may be considering.  Thanks!(





Meeting with Lincoln County Commissioners


Scott Ravenkamp


Vice President





Just got back from meeting with Lincoln Commissioners.  Had a good long meeting (45 mins at least).  The were very interested in everything I had to say and present.  Gary Beedy informed me that the  �next round of meetings have been scheduled and they are on the following website � HYPERLINK "http://www.dot.state.co.us/railroadstudy/involvement/default.asp" �http://www.dot.state.co.us/railroadstudy/involvement/default.asp�.  Looks like we could have a busy week in  �October.  They were not aware of the information from the Stewards of the Range but they were going to look into it and only had the same concerns that we did.  It might affect everyone if they were going to do something like that.(














Important Groups to Research





Becky Thompson


Secretary





Gerald passed on these two websites of groups that fight for property rights.  I glanced and their sites and they are AWESOME and could be a big help.  I do not have the time to do this research, so here is what I need someone to do.  We need to find 2 members who would be willing to each take one of these groups, explain our situation, and find out if and how they can help us, what their ideas are for our movement, contacts they can give us.(  


Stewards of the Range: � HYPERLINK "https://www.stewards.us/" �https://www.stewards.us/�


American Land Foundation: � HYPERLINK "http://www.amland.us/" �http://www.amland.us/�


HAVE ANY OF YOU SEEN OR HEARD OF THIS?  I ACTUALLY FOUND IT REFERENCED IN THE 2005 STUDY!  Please go to this website and start digging.  This might be even better than the coordination law except that I have not looked at the case law yet to see if it has been upheld.(


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/index.html" �http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/index.html�








Articles Worth Reading





Transportation Advisory Board Meeting Record:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ci.loveland.co.us/council/TransportationBoard/TAB%202007/tab20070702/060407%20Record%20TAB.pdf" �http://www.ci.loveland.co.us/council/TransportationBoard/TAB%202007/tab20070702/060407%20Record%20TAB.pdf� 


Wow, this article was written in 2005 and it shows that Senator Salazar endorsed the idea of a high speed rail. We have our work cut out for us.


� HYPERLINK "http://salazar.senate.gov/news/releases/050608trans_rail.htm" �http://salazar.senate.gov/news/releases/050608trans_rail.htm�


Maybe this will help keep the rail on front range:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gazette.com/articles/vestas_39640___article.html/turbine_pueblo.html" �http://www.gazette.com/articles/vestas_39640___article.html/turbine_pueblo.html�


I was researching info for our concerns and came up with this article.  Published in 1994, but I bet we can find more info from the legal group.  Just more digging.


Talks about how to take land from willing and unwilling sellers.


� HYPERLINK "http://onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/tcrp/tcrp_lrd_01.pdf" �http://onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/tcrp/tcrp_lrd_01.pdf� 
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Editor:  Michael Zimmerman, Board Member
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