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CONCERNS OF PROPOSED RAIL RELOCATION

· Use of eminent domain to condemn and acquire vast acreages of farm and ranch land

This land is not vacant land.  It is productive farm and ranch land used to maintain the economic viability of small communities.  This land will be taken for monetary gain by private industry at the expense of local communities.

· Negative economic impacts
· Community
1. Devaluation of property surrounding rail road. “According to the Benefits & Costs study, property values along the front range will increase 5% due to the reduction due to train noise” (table 5-19); therefore there would be a minimum of 5% devaluation of acquired land for train noise alone. 
2. Loss of tax base- “other concerns would be the effects to property values and long-term employment opportunities”(Benefits & Costs D-58)
3. Excessive vibration, noise, pollution, and poor air quality will lower our quality of life.  “the increased frequency of train traffic may affect public parks, open space, wildlife areas, historical resources or schools.”(benefits & costs D-57) 
4. “Estimates of new economic growth attributable to the Project for Eastern Colorado are speculative” (Benefits & Costs 23) Very little, if any, economic benefit for the residents and communities along the corridor of Eastern Colorado-no job creation.
5. “Some relocation is likely to be required as a result of the project.  These may include commercial, industrial, residential, parklands, and public facilities.”(Benefits & Costs D-57)  “Eastern areas of Las Animas could experience disruptions to community cohesion and access to community facilities or public services.”(Benefits & Costs D-58)
· Agricultural
1. Alignments cut across agricultural land limiting access to certain parcels.  Alignments also have the potential to intersect or eliminate water sources for livestock and homes.  Alignments pose the potential of economic disaster for farmers and ranchers if their property is divided.  “Impacts could include disruption of irrigation and cultivation patterns, relocation of agricultural facilities, disruption of fencing, and creation of non-economical land remnants.” (Benefits & Costs D-57)
2. Proposed railroad crossings in rural areas will be inadequate for agricultural commerce to cross them.
3. Devaluation of land surrounding the rail road-see number 1 above
4. Lack of noxious weed control
5. Inadequate fencing along right of ways
· Safety
1. Inadequate school bus crossings are a major safety issue as well as the additional fuel expense for our school districts. 
2. “Approximately 75% to 90% of spent nuclear fuels and high-level radioactive wastes are expected to be transported by rail in the future.  In the rare case of an accident involving a HAZMAT train, the results could be deadly..” (Benefits & Costs 26).  
3. “Potential concerns for groundwater include increased runoff or accident spills that may adversely affect sensitive aquifers or aquifer systems.  Contamination of ground water may have an impact on threatened or endangered species, spring dominated stream species, and public water supplies.”(Benefits & Costs D-58)

· Emergency Services
Few crossings mean additional time for medical and fire vehicles to access emergencies.  Fires, spills, pipeline ruptures, and train derailments will stretch our rural emergency services beyond their limits.  “The build option will adversely impact emergency response times in Eastern Colorado” (Benefits & Costs 19)
· Large utility and transportation corridors
Easements provide the possibility for corridors which can include large transmission lines, oil, water, and gas pipelines which allows for the outsourcing of Colorado’s natural resources.
· Turns private property into State land
The State may acquire public or private real property for construction, enlargement, or operation of corridor.  They can lease or sell it for ANY commercial, industrial, or agricultural purpose; to any investors including foreign.
· Size of right-of-ways is unclear
CDOT states that the right-of-ways can be 100-400 feet.   
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